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Pat Murphy Eucalypt specimen (possibly E. yarraensis) 
from Durham Lead sent to herbarium for 
identification. 

Helen Burgess Flock of 40 Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos 

flying over Ballarat North. 

Interesting trip through western NSW and 
south-west Queensland visiting Willandra 
Lakes, Cocoparra and Eulo bore. 

Allan Morrison White Welcome Swallow Kicked out of nest at 
Mt Cole. 


Greg Binns 


Diary Dates 


July 419: Special working bee at Linton Block (rabbits and 
blackberries) 10am at the block. 

July 30: Committee meeting at Dyson’s, Rosenows Road, Durham 
Lead. Meet at Buninyong Town Hall at 7.10pm. 

August 20-22: WVFNCA Campout, Bendigo. 

October 44: Trash and Treasure Stall - plants and goods. 

November 6: 40th Anniversary Dinner 

July 30 Committee Meeting 8pm Mr A.Dyson's Home 
Posenows Rd Durham Lead. 


THANKS! THANKS! 


The garage sale in aid of our club funds was a 
resounding success. I would like to thank all donors 
of sale goods and those members who generously came to 
buy. 

Special thanks are due to those who prepared and 
staffed the stalls, and particular thanks to Ken and 
Marg Hammond who generously provided their garage fore- 
court for the sale and sustenance, throughout the day, 
to the helpers. 


Thankyou all, 
Your President. 


A_GUIDE TO LOCAL FUNGI ( not comprehensive) 


FUNGI: 1. Agarics (gilled fungi) Nos. 1 - 8. 


2. Non gilled fungi: Nos. 9 - 17 


RUSSULA Brightly coloured (+ brown). Old cap often 
depressed. Flesh dry and crisp when broken. Gills and 
spores white or yellow. 

CORTINARIUS Brightly coloured (+ brown). Cobweb-like 
veil when young. Gills coloured, spores BROWN. 

COLLYBIA Usually brown or golden brown in colour. 
f{ncurved edge on young cap. Spores white. 

HitPHOLOMA (Sulphur-top) On docaying wood or on tree 
trunks. Gills olive green to chocolate brown. Orarre or 
yellow cap. Spores purpls - black. 


+ MARASMIUS A very tiny tough fungus which dries well. 


Often on rotting wood. Spores white. 

MYCENA Delicate, translucent, putrescent. Minute 
plants, clear bright colours. On rotting wood, leaves 
etc. Margin of cap NOT incurved. Spores white. 
PLEUROTUS Brown caps, white gills and’ 

PANELLUS, tough little fans on dead wood are similar 
and it is often difficult to differentiate between them. 
Don't eat them PLEASE! 

TRAMETES Brown (On tree trunks, often shaded beautif- 
ully) Pores beneath. 


TREMELLA White or coloured frills of jelly on dead 


wood. 

LYCOPERDON Common puff-ball. ‘ 
SCLERODERMA Earthball. Black spore mass inside. 
PEZIZA Smooth little caps. Brown. 

GEOGLOSSUM Earth tongues, flattened, clublike, dark 
coloured. 

RAMARIA Coral fungus. Yellow, orange, pink, purple, 
white. 

FLAME FUNGUS Clavaria. Simple bright red or yellow 
tongues. 

BOLETUS Bright colours. Vertical tubes with pores 
opening below. 
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Waterfowl of Three Continents — Dr. Fe Harrap 
Observations and experiences in Europe (incl. 
Great Britain), North Americsa(Kastern J.S.A.) and 
Australasia formed the basis for Frank's illustra- 
ted tslk at the June meeting. The subjects were 
birds of the family Anatidae - Swans, Geese and 

Ducks. 

Frank provided some interesting statistics rel- 
ating to this group. Of the 8,500 world bird sp- 
ecies. some 155 are of this family; in Nth. America 
61, including 48 shared with Mexico, in Australia 
19 residents and 2 vagrants, in New Zealand 5 
and 16 introduced. 

Before discussing some observations on the various 
Continents the unusual Australian forms are des-— 
cribed — the Magpie Goose with partial webbing 
between the toes and the dome on the head of the 
male, and the two species of Whistle Duck with 

the upright stance. 

A general description of the various groups of 
birds in the family was presented commencing with 
the swans. Of the 7 species of the Northern Hem- 
isphere and three of the Southern Hemisphere most 
are white, two have black colouring. 

Again, Geese are mainly Northern Hemisphere 
birds with two species, the Hawaiian Goose and 
Black Goose, now in endangered status. Our Cape 
Barren Goose is regarded as a ‘Goose’ but is not 
a true Goose species. 

The smallest Geese includes the African Pygmy 
Goose and yhe two species of Pygmy Goose of North- 
ern Australia. 

The various types of 'duck' were illustrated - 
Shelduck, Dabbling Ducks, Diving Ducks and Sea 
Bucks of the Northern Hemisphere including the 
Hider, Merganser and Golden Eye 

Locations where Frank had observed waterfowl 
over a long period of birdwatching were discussed 
these included: Great Britain, - bays north of 
Aberdeen, coasts of Norfolk and suffolk, 
Walberswick marshes, Nacton (Ipswich), Aberton 
(Essex). On the Continent —- Lake Neuzadal (Hungary ) 
GuadalQuiba (Seville Spain). In the U.S.A. Brig- 
antine (New Jersey In N.Z. Wildwaters (queen- 


town). 


me 


‘He continued with conments on Australian Wet 
lands - Marglu Billabong (Wyndham), Kakadu, the 
Coorong, Lake Cargellico, and concluded with our 
local Lake Wendouree where up to twelve endemic 
waterfowl species have been recorded. 

We are grateful to Frank for e most informative 
presentation on the subject, treated in such an 
interesting global context. 


G.B 
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Linton Flora and Fauna Block Sunday oth June, 1992 


The June excursion took-the form of a working bee at the 
Linton Flora and Fauna Block. Most of the boundary has been 
recently fenced with the grant received from Tree Victoria. 
Members removed wire and posts from sections of the old fence. A 
number of Cootamundra wattles were felled to prevent further 
invasion of the block which has a good variety of indigenous plants. 


The early winter weather has produced a wide variety of 
gilled and coral fungi. The colour of the coral fungi varied enor pink 
through orange to brown and white. 


The most spectacular plant seen flowering was Correa 
reflexa; its deep red bells added colour to the overcast day. 
Although early in the season other flowers seen were Cranberry 
Heath, Common Beard-heath;, Spreading Wattle, Pink Bells, 
Black-anther Flax-lilly, Scaly Buttons and Poison Lobelia. A visit 
in spring would find a much larger range of flowers on the block 
which has not been burnt for many years. A total of nine species of 
wattle were identified. These were Acacia acinacea, aculeatissima, 
baileyana, dealbata, genistifolia, mearnsii, melanoxylon, paradoxa 
and pycnantha. 


The cool day Kept the bird life quiet. Only the common Scarlet 
Robins, Blue Wrens, thornbills and honeyeaters were seen. 


JG I6 


iv 
Native Australian Mammals. 


Carnivorous Marsupials. Super Family Dasyuroidea 
and included in this group is the Super Family 
Notorictoidea ( Marsupial Moles) and the Family 
Thylacinidae. 
Sub Class Metatheria Order Polyprotodonta Sub 
Order Dasyuromorphia Super Family Dasyuroidea 
Family Dasyuridae. 
Dasyurids: are characterised by a cutting dentit-— 
ion of four pairs of pointed upper and three 
lower pairs, well developed upper and lower can- 
ines, two or three pairs of upper and lower blade 
like pre molars and four pairs of upper and lower 
molors with sharp shearing cusps. The fore feet 
have five clawed toes radiating from an almost 
round palm. In Dasyurid that climb, the forefoot 
provides a simple grip by all the toes in toward 
the palm. The hind foot is some what longer in 
those that live both terrestrial and arboreal 
life. Some species lack a pouch and up to eight 
nipples are present in a circular patch. 
They are divided into four Sub families, Dasyurinae, 
Phascogalinae, Sminthopsinae and Planigalinae. 
Fzmily Dasyuridae Spotted Tailed Quoll Dasyurus 
maculatus, although an agile climber it spends most 
of it's time on the ground. Found in Sclerophyl 
Forests and Rain forests, it is a large carnivore 
mainly nocturnal but sometimes foraging in day- 
light, nests are made in hollow logs, trees, rock 
caves and is usually found basking nearby. Both 
sexes become mature at one year old and mating 
takes place April to July. The gestation period 
is 21 days and the average litter is five. 
There are six mammary glands and the young become 
free from teats at about .seven weeks old. Since 
the advent of Europeans the Spovted Tailed Quoll's 
distribution has been severely curtailed, they 
suffer from competition from Foxes and Feral CatSe 
There is also evidence of an unknown desease red— 
ucing local populations and if its last habitation 
is opened for logging it may disappear, there are 
two Sub Species they were once found in the Ballar- 
at area but their nearest habitation is probably 
the Otwayse The Eastern Quoll is extint on the Main 
land but common in Tasmania. 

Elfin. 


